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SUB J : PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT CONTINUES TO CLAIM SALAMAT 
IS NEW MNLF CHAIRMAN 

1 . PHILIPPINE DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 
HAS RELEASED TEXT OF CAPTURED MNLF DOCUMENT TITLED 
"INSTRUMENT OF TAKE-OVER" IN WHICH HASHIM SALAMAT CLAIMS 
TO "TAKE OVER AND ASSUME THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE MORO 
NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT." THE DOCUMENT, SENT BY SALAMAT 
TO THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE (IC), CHARGES NUR MISUARI 
WITH MANIPULATING THE MNLF AWAY FROM ISLAM AND TOWARDS 
"MARXIST-LENINIST ORIENTATIONS," TURING THE MNLF CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE INTO A "MYSTERIOUS, EXCLUSIVE, SECRETIVE AND 
MONOLITHIC BODY WHOSE POLICIES, PLANS, DECISIONS AND 
DISPOSITIONS.. .BECAME THE EXCLUSIVE PRESERVE OF MISUARI," 
AND RESULTED IN "CONFUSION, SUSPICION AND DISAPPOINTMENTS" 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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AMONG MEMBERS OF THE MNLF. GOP HAS ALSO PUBLICIZED A 
PETIION SIGNED BY MNLF LEADERS IN CENTRAL MINDANAO 
ASKING THE IC AND WORLD ISLAMIC LEAGUE TO RECOGNIZE 
SALAMAT AS NEW CHAIRMAN OF THE MNLF. COTABATO AND LANAO 
MNLF OFFICIALS WERE QUOTED IN MANILA PRESS SAYING THEY 
WILL SUPPORT SALAMAT EVEN IF ISLAMIC CONFERENCE AND 
WORLD ISLAMIC LEAGUE CONTINUE TO RECOGNIZE MISUARI AS 
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MNLF CHAIRMAN. 

2. COMMENT: AS FAR AS WE ARE ABLE TO DETERMINE HERE, 
MISUARI IS STILL CHAIRMAN OF THE MNLF'S CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
AND APPEARS TO HAVE THE NECESSARY SUPPORT TO RETAIN HIS 
POSITION. HOWEVER, BY PUBLICIZING THE COTABATO REBELS' 
DISSATISFACTION WITH MISUARI AND, AS IT HAS ON OTHER 
OCCASIONS, SALAMAT'S MODERATION, THE GOP MAY BE 
ATTEMPTING TO INFLUENCE THE IC, THE ULTIMATE ARBITER FOR 
THIS DISPUTE. THE SIGNAL THE GOP APPEARS TO BE TRANSMITTING 
IS THAT SALMAT IS BOTH A POPULAR LEADER AND SOMEONE WITH 
WHOM THEY CAN DEAL. SUPPORT FOR SALAMAT, THEREFORE, 
WOULD EXPEDITE THE RESOLUTION OF THE MINDANAO CONFLICT. 
SHOULD THE IC CONTINEU TO RECOGNIZE MISUARI, HOWEVER, 

IT APPEARS UNLIKELY THE COTABATO REBELS WILL SPLIT OFF 
FROM THE MNLF AND EFFECTIVELY CUT THEMSELVES OFF FROM 
TWO OF THE REBELS' PRINCIPAL SOURCES OF LARGESSE-THE IC 
AND THE WORLD ISLAMIC LEAGUE. 
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